Wait—What?
Why is an IT Company Posting a Booklist for Kids?
We’re so glad you asked.

Day after day, our team of geeks slays dragons to protect and defend our clients. We love that
fight, and we’re passionate about it. That’s not enough for us, though. We also want to be part
of building a better community for our team members and our clients.
Toward that end, we have promoted some great non-profits in our “Season of Giving”
series, sponsored years of First Lego League Teams, advocated protecting kids in digital
communications, and helped parents survive the unexpected challenges of the pandemic.
The following booklists are part and parcel of these efforts. In this age where screens
dominate so much of our lives and our kids’ lives, we encourage you to be old-fashioned with
your little ones—cuddle up and enjoy a simple story together. Here are some resources to
help you do just that:
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About the Author Lynette D’Avella earned her bachelor's degree in Elementary Education
from The University of North Florida. She primarily taught 1st grade to intercity, at risk
children for 5 years. She was awarded Teacher of the Year in 2001. She's very thankful for her
mentor teachers and training in the Reading Recovery program.
Most of all, she cherishes the challenge to home educate her four children that span the ages of
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Reading Placed in our Daily Routine

“Books are like friends to me!” exclaimed my 8-year-old in a loud-ish whisper as we entered the
library for our weekly visit. Walking hand-in-hand through the rows of books, I smiled inside
and out that all of my four children had fallen in love with reading. Being old enough to
remember to pause for reflection, I considered how this love for books came to rest over our
family. For us, loving to read seems to be rooted in two things- routine and passion.
From the beginning, we placed books and reading into our daily routine. I cling to the
perspective that if something is not part of the plan it is probably not going to happen
consistently. Here are some of the practical ways I added “book time” to my kids’ days. Place
board books in the crib, read before nap time, have stories and snuggles in the rocking chair
after nap, and of course a story (or 2, 3 . . .) at bedtime. As they get older, afternoon rest time
provides a great opportunity for reading, listening to books and radio dramas, and quiet selfplay. You will find these moments full of precious bonding, communication experiences,
learning, and lots of laughs. Not every story is amazing, not every toddler is still, and not every
teen wants quiet reading time – but the regularity of these activities is bound to benefit the
child. Some of the strengths I have seen emerge in my own children are having awareness of
print and illustrations, critical thinking skills, having empathy with characters in a story,
gaining a great deal of practical knowledge and history, the skill of quiet rest, the ability to read
and learn about anything they want to know. The beginning steps to all this started when they
were just babies and continues today.

My passion for reading dates back to one of my earliest childhood memories of a little white
cabinet with a special latch that held the children’s books. Something about it was
extraordinary. My mother read to me & I simply copied her example. My background is in
elementary education. Through some well-trained mentoring teachers, I learned many tips of
the trade to help kids connect with what they are reading. My desire for quality and meaningful
children’s literature took off from there. I’m the one who is never ready to leave the children’s
section in the bookstore . . . just ask my kids!
I encourage you to pour over books with your little ones, fill your house with treasured
collections, make Christmas and birthday lists for grandparents including the “must-haves” in
literature, and do your best to say YES to . . . “one more story!”
Below are some simple tips for each age group and a list of some of our all-time favorites.
Enjoy!

Birth-18 Months Old
•

From the moment of birth (and before!) you can sing and recite rhymes to your
This lays crucial groundwork for hearing and understanding our language. The

repetition of these at nap time and bedtime demonstrates cadence and rhythm.
Search online to find simple poems to read while your little wiggle worm is
getting his diaper changed.

•
•
•

Place cloth-style books in the car seat. Keep a basket of chunky small-sized board
books for them to hold. It’s perfectly fine if they get chewed on a little!

Read short and simple Repetition is a good thing. Consider starting with a 5minute block of time after bath time.

Aim for this earliest reading time to convey a warm, comforting & pleasant
atmosphere to your sweet

• Counting Kisses by Karen Katz
• Board Books by Eric Carle

• A Prayer for a Child by Rachel Field
• Snuggle Puppy by Sandra Boynton

• Moo, Baa, La La La! By Sandra Boynton
• Counting Book by Cindy Szekeres

• Ten Little Ladybugs by Melanie Gerth
• Pat the Bunny* by Dorothy Kunhardt

• My Goodnight Book by Eloise Wilkin

• Maisy Picture Book Set by Lucy Cousins

18 Months – 3 Years Old
•
•
•
•
•

•

* Books with an asterisk are part of a series!

This is a great time for sound effects! Zoom! Purr! Crash!

Reading time doesn’t always have to be still and quiet. Bouncing, acting out, and
different voices keep busy little ones engaged.

Point to this; point to that! Keep them thinking and looking with “Point to the
[zebra, red car, etc.]”

Read their favorites over and over—you can read Good Night Moon more times
than you think you can!

I always placed a few board books in the crib or at the end of the bed (after the
little one was fast asleep). When he awoke, he knew that he was allowed to
quietly “read” on his bed until it was time to get up!

The highchair or playpen is great for board books, but know that they’ll be . . .
shall we say, well-loved!

• Piggies by Audrey and Don Wood

• Momma, Will You? by Dori Chaconas

• Chuga-Chugga Choo-Choo by Kevin Lewis

• First Virtues for Toddlers* by Dr. M. M. Simon

• Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr.

• Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by E. Carle
• Pigs Love Potatoes by Anika and Christopher Denise
• Big Treasury of Little Animals by Phoebe Dunn

• Guess How Much I Love You by Sam McBratney

• We're Going on a Bear Hunt by Helen Oxenbury

3 – 5 Years Old
•

This a great age to create a very print-rich environment. It’s fun to label

everything: door, window, bed, bathtub . . . just think of things that they use daily
•

•
•
•
•

and stick a post-it on it! There will be lots of cross-over when they discover these
words in books.

Show how reading takes place in everyday life. Show them how we use a seed
catalog to know what type of seeds to Explain that you need that big book (or
trendy blog) to know how to make a new recipe.

Before reading a new book, do a “picture walk.” Click this link to understand
more!

Ask questions before you read—your goal is to create anticipation.

Ask questions as you read, like this: “I wonder what’s going to happen next.” or
“Do you see the

?”

See if you can pull a quick one over on them, like this: Read about the “pig” on the

page when it’s clearly a bear. If they catch it, they will think you’ve gone mad – it’s
quite funny.

• To Market, To Market by Anne Miranda

• The Train to Timbuctoo by Margaret Wise Brown
• One Lonely Sea Horse by Elffers and Freymann
• Harold and the Purple Crayon* by C. Johnson
• The Little House by Virginia Lee Burton

• If You Give a Pig a Pancake* by Laura Nummeroff
• Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert

• There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly by P. Adams
• Caps for Sale by Esphyr Slobodkina

• Good Night, Good Knight * by S. M. Thomas

5 – 7 Years Old

* Books with an asterisk are part of a series!

•
•
•
•

Use books for a springboard of activity ideas. Five in a Row is a great resource for
this!

Read in different places: in a tent, at the park, in a tree, in the car (if someone else
is driving).

Read books of the same series to breed familiarity with characters.

Check for prior knowledge while reading. For example, if you are reading Curious
George Goes to an Ice Cream Shop, pause and say: “Oh! an ice cream shop!

•

•

Remember when we had ice cream cones at Susie's birthday party. This is a

special store that sells ice cream. I bet George will think the ice cream is tasty.”
When you articulate their prior knowledge of the book’s topic, you connect
experiences (real and read) in the brain. I picture it like a spiderweb –
connections and intersections happening all over the place!

Dramatically demonstrate thinking out loud. Sharing what is going on

in your head prompts creative thinking in their For example, you may be reading

another Curious George book and wonder out loud to yourself: “Oh boy! I wonder

what trouble George is going to get into now. It just amazes me how this silly little
•

monkey is always getting into trouble. I bet if I took a ride in a hot air balloon by
“accident” I’d probably get in trouble. What do you think?”

Set the purpose: “Let’s read to see how the crazy little monkey is going to get up
in the balloon!” or “Let’s read to see how George is going to get down from that
balloon and back to the man with the yellow hat.”

• Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens

• Blueberries for Sal by Robert McCloskey

• Henny Penny by H. Werner Zimmermann

• How Will We Get to the Beach? By Brigitte Luciani
• The Frog and Toad Collection* by Arnold Lobel

• The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry & the Big Hungry Bear by Audrey and Don

Wood

• Eric Carle Treasury

• The Big Green Pocketbook by C. R. Ransom
• Tikki Tikki Tembo by Arlene Mosel
• The Hat by Jan Brett

• The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson

7 – 9 Years Old

•

This is a wonderful time to instill a love for chapter books. If the child isn’t

reading chapter books on his own yet, read aloud a chapter at bedtime. Make it a

special time . . . cozy blankets, a lit candle, a cup of tea. Even if they are reading on
their own, reading aloud never needs to end. I find even my teens stopping in for
•
•
•
•

•

chapter books read in the summer sun or eavesdropping on younger sibling’s
storytime.

Do your homework to find book series that will appeal to your child.

Set aside time for your child to read independently in the afternoon or evenings.
Give in to some seemingly silly books (like the Geronimo Stilton Series) about
sharks or whatever their particular interest is at the time.

Ask questions about what they are reading – and then really be interested. Spotread (skim) their favorite books and be able to ask questions about the
characters, setting, and plotline.

Be intentional about extending their reading experience. For example, if your

daughter is reading about Kit in the American Girl series, you could learn more
•

•

about the Great Depression or take her on a tour of a modern-day newspaper
office.

Get books to match their If he is interested in insects, surprise him with a basketfull of books all about bugs! Utilize your local library's online hold service. It is a
huge time saver!

When your kids read for school, guide them in figuring out difficult words. But,

when they read for pleasure and ask you about a tricky word, don’t force them to
decode it (that makes reading a chore). Just tell them the word, enabling them to
move on.

• Katy No-Pocket by Emmy Payne

• The Hat by Jan Brett (ANY Jan Brett Book!)
• The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister

• The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt
• Munchworks by Robert Munsch

• The House on East 88th Street by Bernard Waber
• Kevin Henkes 8-Book Set*

• Beginner Chapter Books:

• The Littles by John Peterson

• Cul-de-Sac Kids by Beverly Lewis

• Janette Oke's Animal Friends by Janette Oke

• The Little Bear Treasury by Elsa Holmelund
• Cam Jansen Book Series by David A. Adler

• Mr. Putter & Tabby Walk the Dog * by Cynthia Rylant

9 – 12 Years Old
•

* Books with an asterisk are part of a series!

Radio dramas are great to introduce at this age. Hearing wonderful stories told in
a theatrical setting can certainly whet the appetite for quality literature. It also

•

helps to prick the imagination with sound effects, music, and voices. See the
section below about audiobooks & radio drama.

Projects help books have a meaningful and lasting impact. If you are using books

for school lessons, consider some alternatives to the traditional book report. Here
are some ideas for your child/student:

1. Fill a bag with items related to the book’s main events; take them out in order and
re-tell the story.

2. Make a mobile of the characters (find free images online)
3. Dress up like the main character and tell the story.

4. Act like a news reporter and write an article about a main event in the story.
5. Instead of re-inventing the wheel, use a great resource (even if it costs a few

dollars) to help a book reading experience become a lifelong Just search online;
start at Teachers Pay Teachers.

• Felicity: An American Girl* by Valerie Tripp
• Mr. Popper's Penguins by Richard Atwater
• Nancy Drew* by Carolyn Keene

• Ballet Shoes* by Noel Streatfeild

• The Borrowers* by Mary Norton

• The Saturdays* by Elizabeth Enright

• Five Children and It* by Edith Nesbit

• The Boxcar Children* by Gertrude Chandler Warner
• Childhood of Famous Americans*
• Charlotte's Web by E.B. White
• The Mayflower Adventure*

• Mandie* by Lois Gladys Leppar

• Sugar Creek Gang* by Paul Hutchens

• Classic Starts (King Arthur & Others)

• Little House on the Prairie* Laura Ingalls Wilder

• The Hardy Boys* by Franklin W. Dixon

* Books with an asterisk are part of a series!

12 - 15 Years Old
•

At these ages, as life becomes busier and children often have other interests I find
it still valuable to carve out afternoon or evening reading time. Before or after

•
•

dinner or just before bed may be a good time for everyone to grab a book or
magazine and take a break.

Reading a paragraph/page/chapter back and forth (child/parent) can be very

helpful at this age, especially if the reader is struggling. It will build up endurance.
This is a great time to still keep up with what your child is reading. It’s vital to

help your child in developing his or her worldview. Reading/listening to a book

and then having conversations about those topics during dinner, laundry folding,
and the car can help you to connect with your child and pour into their lives.

• The Indian in the Cupboard* by Lynne Reid Banks

• On the Edge of Dark Sea of Darkness* by A. Peterson

• My Side of the Mountain Trilogy by Jean Craighead George
• The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis

• Five Little Peppers* by Margaret Sidney

• Mover of Men and Mountains by R.G. LeTourneau
• The Black Stallion* by Walter Farley
• Liberty Letters* by Nancy LeSourd

• The Betsy-Tasy Treasury by Maud Lovelace
• Heroes of the Faith* various authors

• Misty of Chincoteague* by Marguerite Henry
• Dragon Keeper Series* Donita K. Paul

•

* Books with an asterisk are part of a series!

Family Read Alouds for Elementary School – Adult
•
•
•

Summertime reading – after lunch on a blanket in the sunshine
Evening reading – with a cozy warm drink or by the fire

Snack time reading – who can say no to a story & snack (plus they are quieter
while eating!)

• Gentle Ben by Walt Morey

• The Fledgling by Jane Langton

• Cheaper by the Dozen by Frank B. Gilbreth

• Stuart Little by E.B White

• The Penderwicks by Jeanne Biredsall

• The Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett

Radio Dramas and Audio Books for Younger Kids
Your Story Hour
Kids Corner

Paws & Tales

Sugar Creek Gang
Tumble Books

Adventures in Odyssey

Radio Dramas and Audio Books for Older Kids
Brinkman Family Adventures
Focus on the Family Radio Theatre
Jonathan Park
The Aventum
G.A. Henty Audio Books
Your local library may offer a free Tumblebook subscription, or free audiobooks.

Magazines & Miscellaneous — these smaller chunks of reading are more digestible by some
readers:
National Geographic Kids
Laugh of Loud Jokes for Kids
Ask Ranger Rick and Ranger Rick, Jr.
Would you Rather Book for Kids
Ladybug
Tabletopics Family (Conversation Cards)
5,000 Awesome Facts
I Spy Book Set
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Loving Children’s Literature

I have always loved Children’s Literature.

I soaked it in as a child. Nearly every Sunday, Dad would lead us into the church library before
heading out the door, giving us a few minutes to check out a couple of books. I felt so important
signing my name on those little cards, understanding that my signature was a huge promise to
take care of the book and bring it back the following week.
When I was in fifth grade, my school librarian asked my parents if I could help her with a
special job. She wanted me to read a stack of books that were highly acclaimed for their literary
value but which had objectionable language. She asked, “Could Alison read these books and
make a list of which curse words are on which pages? Then I can use her notes to quickly go
through the books and mark out the bad language before I put them into circulation.” I was
honored to have this important responsibility, and honored that both my parents and my
librarian would trust me with it.

As a teenager, I reread The Chronicles of Narnia and other treasures written “for younger kids,”
and I went straight to the bookshelves whenever I was asked to manage kids in the church
nursery or work as a babysitter.
While a student at Virginia Tech, I found time to take Intro to Children’s Lit, an atypical elective
for a Mathematics major. The textbook from that class by DL Russell is one of the few college
texts I kept. I pulled it off the shelf as I was writing this and skimmed over some of my scratchy
notes.

When Everything Changed
Then, 20 years ago, something life-changing happened to Tim and me. A little girl was born into
the world. She did something which none of her siblings had the honor or ability to do. Her
presence gave us the most important title we will ever hold: parents.

Suddenly, my love for Children’s Literature was transformed from a hobby into a passion. I
wanted to find the best books for her, not only storybooks but non-fiction works as well. For
example, when she was learning colors, I spent at least two hours reading book reviews to
discover which board book was going to be both the most fun and the most effective at teaching
her how to recognize the difference between red, orange, and pink.
However, you won’t see any board books about colors on this list. Whichever ones I chose for
her got chewed to the point of disgusting and then discarded. Also discarded, a few years after
she learned her colors, was my need to thoroughly research books before my kids read them.
My commitment to find the exact right books for my kids was replaced with a different
strategy. For that, I have my husband to thank. Here’s what happened:

Waking Up to a Better World

About 15 years ago, Tim surprised us late one afternoon. He walked into the house carrying a
large box with both hands and set it on the floor. The entire box was filled with library books:
fiction, nonfiction, board books, and traditional books.
I freaked out. I glared at him and asked, “How will I keep them clean? How will I not lose them?
Wait, we’d better count them now, before any leave the box, so I will be prepared to take an
accurate inventory when we get ready to return them. When is the duedate anyway, and how
will I remember it? I have a five-year-old and two little ones under foot, are you crazy?”
When I finished pitching my little fit to my sweet husband who deserved far better, I turned
around to look at our children. I observed a five-year-old and a three-year-old standing around
the box, slowly pulling books out, amazed and silent. You could almost hear their thoughts,
“Wow, there are so many books.” They were enthralled. They each quickly found a book they
liked, sat down, and began to read or look through its pages.
Our 18-month-old also stood by the box, removing all the books which his older siblings had
left inside it. He would take a book out, drop it on the floor (clearly, to his mind, that was where
the books belonged), look at us with a big smile, and then return to his work.
I was hooked.

A Better Strategy

Since then, the Meredith family library boxes have had a permanent home in our living room.
We use two laundry baskets; they last one to two years before they get so cracked we have to
replace them. We go to the library monthly or more often, and check out the maximum number
of books allowed by four library cards (thankfully, kids can have library cards too).
People ask me how I keep up with it all. I reply: “I don’t. I pay fines. We try not to be late, and
we try not to lose or damage books, but sometimes it happens.”

The first time we paid a fine, I was so disappointed in myself. Then, as life became more
complicated, I adopted the “I can’t bat a thousand” mindset. My check to the Bristol Public
Library goes to a great cause, and the fines I pay are a pittance set against the value of reading
all these books. I do teach my kids to treat the books carefully and with respect. But with the
quantity we check out, I haven’t solved the puzzle of avoiding fines altogether.
This different strategy—I’ll call it “quantity, quantity, quantity”— has worked exceedingly well.
Surprisingly, we ended up with quality too, a far deeper, broader quality than we could have
attained had I continued to be our family’s primary researcher of great books.
My kids have become literary analysts. The best books in the library box are read by everyone
multiple times. A few months later, we check out those favorites again. When a library book
really shines, one of our kids will ask Nana Cary to give it to him for Christmas.
Every book on this list is either a well-worn book we own or a well-worn book we frequently
check out of the library. I commend them to you, to enjoy with the children you love.

For Laptime Reading with 2-5 Year Olds
• Can You Guess? by Margaret Miller

• Caps for Sale by Esphyr Slobodkina
• Hello Ocean by Pam Munoz Ryan

• Are You a Butterfly? by J Allen and T. Humphries
• Rhyming Dust Bunnies by Jan Thomas

• Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Martin & Archamb.
• The Best Nest by P. D. Eastman

• All Night Near the Water by Jim Arnosky
• My Lucky Day by Keiko Kasza

• Over in the Meadow by Ezra Jack Keats
• Raindrop, Plop! by Wendy C. Lewison

• Octopus Opposites by Blackstone & Bauer
• Feathers for Lunch by Lois Ehlert
• Ox Cart Man by Donald Hall
• Fox in Socks by Dr. Seuss

• The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson

• My First Day by Steve Jenkins & Robin Page
• A Mud Pie for Mother by Scott Beck
• From Head to Toe by Eric Carle

• Put Me in the Zoo by Robert Lopshire

Board Books
• Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert

• Poems to Read to the Very Young by Eloise Wilkins

• Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by E. Carle
• Moo, Baa, La La La by Sandra Boyton
• I am a Bunny by Richard Scarry

• The Carrot Seed by Ruth Krauss

For Kids who are Afraid of the Dark
• Tiger Can’t Sleep by S.J. Fore

• Go Away, Big Green Monster! by Ed Emberley*

Emberly brilliantly prompts the child and his accompanying adult reader to chant “Go away, big
green monster!” on every page—no child can read this book without feeling braver than he did
before.

For Couch Snuggle Time with 4-10 Year Olds
• The Hungry Thing by J. Slepian and A. Seidler
• Tikki Tikki Tembo, retold by Arlene

• The Pink House by Kate Salley Palmer

• Richard Scarry’s Great Steamboat Mystery by R. Scarry
• Owl Moon by Jane Yolen

• Sniff-Snuff-Snap! By Lynley Dodd*

• Farmer Will by Jane Cowen-Fletcher

• How Do You Lift a Lion? By Robert E. Wells
• Make Way for Ducklings, by R. McCloskey
• Gotta Go! Gotta Go! by Sam Swope

• Aesop’s Fables, retold by Brad Sneed

• Frog and Toad are Friends by A. Lobel
• The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant

• Eeny, Meeny, Miney Mole by Jane Yolen
• The Busy Body Book by Lizzy Rockwell
• A Book About Color by Mark Gonyea

• One Tiny Turtle by Nicola Davies

• 50 Below Zero by Robert Munsch

Lynley Dodd weaves together brilliant poetry and jolly paintings to create one masterpiece
after another. The book listed above regards a bossy warthog; her other works include tales
about Hairy Maclary, Slinkly Malinki, Zachary Quack, the Smallest Turtle, and Schnitzel von
Krumm.

For Couch Snuggle Time with 8-12 Year Olds
• Sybil Ludington’s Midnight Ride by M. Amstel

• A First Look at Caterpillars by M. E. Selsam and J. Hunt*
• How to Think Like a Scientist by S. P. Kramer*
• Marven of the Great North Woods by K. Lasky

• A Treasury of Children’s Literature, edited by A. Eisen*
• How Ben Franklin Stole the Lightning by R. Schanzer
• Brooklyn Bridge by Lynn Curlee
• An Egg is Quiet by Dianna Aston

• Just a Few Words, Mr. Lincoln by J. Fritz*
• A Child’s Book of Flowers by K. N. Daly
• Oak & Company by Richard Mabey

• Little Farm by the Sea by Kay Chorao

• All the Places to Love by P. MacLauchlan
• George Did It by Suzanne Tripp Jurmain

My daughter called me from college to thank me for teaching her the scientific method. I replied
that I was certain I deserved no such credit. She said, “Mom, that little pink book you read to us,
about how to think like a scientist—don’t you remember it? We read it multiple times; it was
great. Anyway, I was the only one in my class who could define the scientific method, and I
promise it’s all because of that book.”
The Armand Eisen Treasury has many classics: Snow White, Paul Bunyan, Three Little Pigs, and
more.

Any book by Jean Fritz is worth reading; she’s a master of adding just enough humor and
random detail to captivate young audiences with the wonder of our history. Likewise, if you can
lay hands on any book by Millicent Selsam, grab it and use it to spark in your kids the delight of
studying nature.

For Big Kids to Read Independently

• Archimedes and the Door of Science by J, Bendick
• Forty Acres and Maybe a Mule by H. G. Robinet

• The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

• The Mystery of the Periodic Table by B. D. Wiker
•

• Moccasin Trail by Eloise Jarvis McGraw

• James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl

• Mara, Daughter of the Nile by E. J. McGraw
• Straw into Gold by Gary D. Schmidt

For Adults to Read Aloud to Kids, One Chapter Per Night
at Bedtime
• Farmer Boy by Laura Ingalls Wilder

• The Horse and His Boy by C. S. Lewis
• Homer Price by Robert McCloskey

• The War that Saved My Life by K. B. Bradley

• The Magical Monarch of Mo by L. Frank Baum
• The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes

• My Father’s Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannett

• By the Great Horn Spoon by Sid Fleischman
• The Sign of the Beaver by E. G. Speare

• Twenty and Ten by Claire Huchet Bishop
• The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien

• Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White

• Anne of Green Gables by L. M. Montgomery
• Noodlehead Stories by M. A. Jagendorf

Poetry
• Every Time I Climb a Tree by David McCord
• When We Were Very Young by A. A. Milne

• Favorite Poems Old and New by Helen Ferris
• Nibble Nibble by Margaret Wise Brown

• Now We Are Six by A. A. Milne
• Eric Carle’s Animals Animals

Let your child pick a poem he likes. You pick one too. Each of you commit to reading your poem
3-6 times per week. Within 2 weeks your child will have his memorized verbatim, likely
beating you to the task. The adventure doesn’t end there, though. The fun part is this: each of
you take a turn reciting your poem to your family. Here’s one of the first poems each of my kids
memorized and recited with pride. It’s from the Wilkins book referenced in the Board Books
section of this list.

Reflection, by Myra Livingston: In the mirror / I can see / Lots of things / But mostly—me.

Books which Prompt Laughter from Kids and Adults—
but for Different Reasons
• Mr. Putter and Tabby Spill the Beans by Cynthia Rylant*
• Grasshopper on the Road by Arnold Lobel*
• Winnie-the-Pooh by A. A. Milne*
• Mouse Tales by Arnold Lobel
• Fix-It Duck by Jez Alborough

• The House at Pooh Corner by A. A. Milne

Lobel is a mastermind of crafting hilarious stories for kids which are actually a commentary on
adults.
His tale about Grasshopper’s journey is filled with childlike humor. While reading it to your
child, though, you’ll enjoy a deeper meaning which our kids may not yet catch: the book is
about small-minded people. How does Grasshopper react when other critters say or do
illogical, silly, or unkind things?

Any book in Rylant’s Mr. Putter series is especially delightful for grandparents to share with
grandkids.

If you think Winnie the Pooh is just a cartoon character, you are missing a treasure. A. A.
Milne’s insights into how a child perceives the world are unparalleled. Like Lobel, he paints
characters which children and adults find funny for different reasons. Milne portrays
characters with radically different viewpoints and personalities and then describes how a
caring, insightful boy pursues a relationship with each. If only more of us adults could be like
Christopher Robin, patiently interacting with the pessimistic eeyores, anxious piglets,
ruminative owls, and bouncy tiggers in our own lives.

Bonus Extra Resources

We hope you have enjoyed these booklists! If you would like a printable PDF of these
lists, Lynette’s list is here and Alison’s list is here.
Here are more resources to help equip parents and others who guide and protect our children:
•
•

For tips on maintaining your sanity when your kids are home, click here
For tips on protecting your kids in digital communications, click here.

